Appendix I
PHILOSOPHY  NOTES (August, 1849)
"What we are doing here is nothing more or less than a Metaphysical geometry.
Eirst, we consider the laws of Thought. We then proceed to state certain concepts of Thought. Putting those laws and those concepts together, we point out the deductions which necessarily follow. For the laws of Thought are no other than the general and necessary modes of action of Thought. Knowing, therefore, how Thought acts, and supposing that it does act, if we apply this determinate action to the above-mentioned concepts, we shall know what Thought will necessarily draw therefrom.
Our work, therefore, reduces itself to this : supposing the existence of a Thought, or acting Eeason, to determine what will be the different affirmations that it will successively state: These affirmations are what are called Absolute Truths.
It will be seen that no part is here given to experiment. We remain exclusively in the regions of Pure Eeason. We take, not an individual reason, but ideal Reason in itself. We do not start from a determinate and particular fact. We state but the different affirmations and the different concepts of this ideal Eeason, which follow from its nature. So does the Geometrician who states the ideal Extension and some ideal figures, and then shows the consequences of those ideal concepts. We will not move a single step from the region of ideas.
293me for one, and I have not yet answered.
